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During this course, you will know how to:
· Work through the Biblical basis for Church membership
· Understand that we are part of a whole
· Understand the roles of members, and training that they need to receive
· Define the purpose of your Church in creating a membership training program
· Work through the steps to take in training new members
· Be equipped with which resources your members might need
· Understand different methods of communicating with members
· Understand the responsibilities of members, and the answerability of their leaders ie YOU
· Create church members list
· Train members
· Have information on how to do a presentation

Have a ‘contract’ pledge to keep in members’ Bible: 
I pledge to become a functioning member of Gods team, giving to the best of my abilities, learning, humbly supporting and lovingly interacting with other members of the Church. I understand that I am a part of the body, that each part is different, and each part does not have to be seen or known. I do what I do for Christ who gave himself willingly for me. 
I acknowledge that other members might get the praise when I get none, others might have more attention, I might be misunderstood by some, or not heard by others, but know that Jesus sees what I do, who I am, and is pleased when I work with a heart for HIM. 
I surrender to His headship, and know that what I do, say or think is trying to honour HIM

Quick quiz:
How much do you know about the Biblical view on Church membership
The following are essential biblical concepts to church membership (you can check more than one)
· Pay tithe
· Go to confession 
· Be a born-again believer
· Be baptised
· Attend at least 70 % of church services, 
· Be christened in the Church
· Finish catechism and be able to recite the creed
Basic expectations of a church member participation include
· Faith in Jesus salvation
· Attend services
· Fellowship with other church goers
· Worship as a body
What is the significance of baptism with regards to membership?
· Baby baptism?
· Adult baptism as a public sign of becoming a born-again believer
If a member questions you this is a:
· Sign of non-submission
· Sign that they are listening and taking your words to heart
· Not encouraged as it creates disunity
Who is expected to resolve conflicts in the church?
· All of us, depending on the conflict
· The pastor
· There is no conflict in church
Members are there to serve the leadership
True
False 
When the church leaders speak, that is the law and should be followed unquestioningly 
True
False


To the Church leaders and facilitators
Overview
It is important to introduce the church’s beliefs, vision, and mission, and to help members understand their role and responsibilities within the church community?
Target Audience: this course is for new members, old members, church leaders and those desiring to be members. Membership is not about numbers, or money, or status, it is about being a functioning part of the body of Christ.
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In this course we are exploring what is means to be a member
Membership is a two way street, read this pledge below
I pledge to become a functioning member of Gods team, giving to the best of my abilities, learning, humbly supporting and lovingly interacting with other members of the Church. I understand that I am a part of the body, that each part is different, and each part does not have to be seen or known. I do what I do for Christ who gave himself willingly for me. 
I acknowledge that other members might get the praise when I get none, others might have more attention, I might be misunderstood by some, or not heard by others, but know that Jesus sees what I do, who I am, and is pleased when I work with a heart for HIM. 
I surrender to the headship of God the Father, Jesus, and the Holy Spirit and know that what I do, say or think is trying to honour HIM.

[bookmark: _Toc179213261]Is Church Membership a Biblical concept?
In the Bible, the Church is called the bride of Christ, and it seems that it was an automatic assumption that when you received Christ as Saviour you joined a believer’s body. In Biblical times, it was assumed that believers were baptised and accepted into what we would consider a home church. Paul gives Timothy guidelines for elders and pastors, as well as meeting together. Having elders and deacons in the Bible, means they were part of the local church. Elders were addressed in every town, not just as one elder over all believers
There are many references regarding daily life amongst believers eg
Hebrews 10:24-25 ESV  Meeting together and considering each other
 "And let us ____________ how we may spur one another on toward _______ and good deeds, Not __________to meet together, as is the habit of some, but __________________ one another, and all the more as you see the _____drawing near.” (encouraging; neglecting; Day; consider;  love)

Acts 2:42-47  Meeting together
 “They __________________themselves to the apostles’ _________________ and to, to the _____________________of bread and to prayer... All the believers were together and had everything in common... And the Lord ______________ _____ ______ ___________daily those who were being saved." (teaching; devoted; added to their number; fellowship; breaking)

Ephesians 2:19-22 – Unified Body
19 Now, therefore, you are no longer_____________ ___ ___________, but ____________ _____________with the saints and members of the household of God, 20 having been built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, _____________ _______________Himself being the chief cornerstone, 21 in whom the whole building, being fitted together, grows into a holy temple in the Lord, 22 in whom you also are ____________ ____________ ____________for a ___________ ______________ of God in the Spirit.  
(fellow citizens ; strangers and foreigners; Jesus Christ; dwelling place; being built together)

1 Corinthians 12:12-27   Each believer plays a vital role in the body
"Just as a ____________-, though one, has ___________ parts, but all its many parts form _______ body, so it is with________... Now you are the body of Christ, and each one of you is a part of it." 
(one; body; many; Christ)

Colossians 3:15-16 Worship together, fellowship, teach, support
"Let the ___________ of __________rule in your hearts, since as _______________of one body you were called to peace. And be thankful. Let the _______________ of Christ dwell among you richly as you _______  and _____________ one another with all wisdom..."
(message; members; teach; Christ; admonish; peace)
The Bible talks about us being led by a shepherd, and we are sheep – why are we sheep? Because we need to be led. 
1. Absolute power corrupts. No elder can have life membership, or total power : 
John 10:27  “My ___________ know my voice, we have ONE   ______________.   (sheep; shepherd)
2. We have a responsibility to listen and submit, not blindly obey, honour and support. Have confidence in your leaders. These leaders submit to the authority of Christ
Hebrews 13v17 (NKJV)
17 Obey those who rule over you, and be submissive, for they ____________ out for your souls, as those who must give account. Let them do so with ______ and not with __________, for that would be __________________for you. (grief; watch; joy; unprofitable)
Side discussion: what does submission to leaders look like? What is the leader’s responsibility towards those who submit? 
3. We are required to encourage each other with love and good deeds and not give up meeting together. When we lose touch with a fellowship of believers, we can’t practise what we need to do to grow if we are not involved in the life of the other members of the family 
Points:
We need to treat our family in Christ well, even when our experience might have been bad out of submission to Christ. 
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A functioning church member
Imagine being part of a gym, where you can swim in the heated pool, eat specially made healthy food at the snack bar, and get a free smoothie when you have your allocated number of points. I would be proud to be a member. With membership, comes perks. You might have someone else serving you, taking care of you, be allowed to attend special programmes.  With membership, comes responsibility. 
Misconceptions about church membership:
· I have a rank
· I can ask for the music to be played in a certain way
· I pay tithe, thus the pastor’s salary, so I should get a say
· Ive been a member for 20 years, I should have a special parking place in front of the Church
· I can ask the pastor to preach on a topic that my souse needs to hear, 
· I am entitled to……..
Lets imagine that a dignitary came to the club, wouldn’t they expect certain privileges? People would move out of the way, help clean up, perhaps try and speak to the person, or be in close proximity to them, and even copy they clothes they wear.  If we remember WHOSE ‘club’ we have joined, it might put things in perspective. The King of Kings, the Lord and Saviour of the world is the important member, the leader of the club. 

Let’s go see what the Biblical view of membership is:
1. We are all part of one body
1 Cor: 12 – 14 Paul tells the church them that they are members of ONE body, serving the same God. There are many parts to this body. Each one has a job to do, and ALL the jobs are important. 
· What does Colossians 3:23-24  say about how we approach our role in the Body of Christ? 
· Who are we actually serving?
v23. Whatever you do, work at it with all your heart, as working for the Lord, not for human masters, v24 since you know that you will receive an inheritance from the Lord as a reward. It is the Lord Christ you are serving.
2. Ethics – Commit, integrity and honesty
Although a Church is not a Business, we need to add in some business concepts, such as ethical financial management, however, the ranking or hierarchy is different to the secular word. Each of us has a role (rather than a job if you were talking business). This is a good thing, your God given gifts, and strengths. Where we don’t fulfil the role, the whole body suffers. 
[image: A person pouring liquid into cups

Description automatically generated]James* was on Kids ministry on Sunday, and put his name down as an assistant who helped to put out the cooldrink for the children after the lessons, as he didn’t feel confident to teach. That morning he woke up feeling a bit flat after the late movie night the night before. He decided to sleep in so that he could be fully rested for Monday and didn’t arrive at Kids Ministry. 
The class was down one person and with all the young children, the teacher had to step away from looking after the children to mix and pour the drinks. During this time, one of the children hit their heads on the jungle gym, resulting in quite a traumatic experience.
[image: ]
Jill* was helping in the coffee shop. This day was particularly busy, and with having a visiting pastor. Being a friendly and organised person, she helped to take and process orders efficiently, and this meant that the queue was significantly reduced. The tired coffee shop group was so relieved to have to have the extra help, and it created a bond between herself and the lady making filter coffees, resulting in a friendship going forward



These are very simple examples of what could happen. Those with the more ‘upfront’ roles rely heavily on the ‘background’ workers. Each might have a different responsibility, but each of these are important.
3. We are all different and we still work together:
· We have different temperaments, backgrounds, history and hurts. The way we interact should bring glory to God. 
· Paying tithe isn’t the same as paying a membership fee
· We pay tithe out of responsibility and gratefulness, because we have been given so much, and it is needed to keep the church running. We are paying the tithe to the Lord, and it is as much part of us learning that He has given us everything anyway, as part of our worship to Him.
4. Members work and interact in love
In everything we DO and SAY: Ask yourself, is this the LOVING thing to do? Often this changes my perspective on behaviour. 
1 John 3:16 NLT  “We know what real love is because Jesus gave up his life for us. So we also ought to give up our lives for our brothers and sisters”
1 Cor 13 explains what love is. If churches or groups of believers worked according to this, we would completely revolutionise the Church of believers. Sometimes we can just become a ‘clanging cymbal’ or ‘noisy gong’. If we had Jesus in the room with us, how would we treat the person / situation.
A biblically-based loving member: 
Gives and serves even when the are not getting something out. And, ironically, this becomes, being a functional member is also the most fulfilling option. If you joined the church to be a pew warmer, you will be lonely. A functioning and active member, through giving, ends up receiving. 
Eph 1: 15-16 Paul gives thanks for ‘your love for all the saints’.  He calls all believers saints, not perfect, just works in progress. Saints in this context are believers, alive and current, not according to the later definition of sainthood. The point is ‘love for all the saints’, ie believers showing love for each other. Note: he does not say LIKE, but LOVE according to 1 Cor 13. 
Discussion questions: 
· What do you think loving the saints looks like in practice. 
· How a club or business is different to a church with regards to membership. 
· Additional topics to consider: handling conflict amongst believers
· Toxic church environment 
Lets test our understanding of the Body of Christ in membership:  
· Which 3 points explain how church membership is a Biblical foundation
· How do the different parts of the body compare to the different roles of the church?
· How do spiritual gifts relate to being a functioning church membership?
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God is a Father who wants His children to work together. Working together goes against everything the world stands for. In the world, each one works for themselves. 
John 13:35 ESV:  By this all people will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another.”
How many people have you heard saying ‘I think they are all hypocrites’, or being really upset and even leaving the church because of some behaviour that was experienced in the church. A believer needs to be the ambassador for Christ, our behaviour needs to be different.
· Unity in the church is essential to the church
· Disunity weakens the church, and removes our focus from God, putting it on ourselves.
Bad teams: Imagine a basketball team, where your team member suddenly passes the ball to the other team ON PURPOSE! A cricket team where the bowler walks off the pitch for tea when it is his turn to bowl, or the guy in the fields are all on their phones; you are doing an off-road super race, and there is no support team with spare tyres, medics, water supply. Teams are more effective when they are functioning as a team. 
How does a team function when two members are fighting about the same girl, or where worship team members are competing for stage time? Where the pastors or elders clearly have conflict within the team. It immediately shows the weak spot where sin can have a foothold. Churches need team work, support, UNITY.
This does not mean you accept everything or everyone that happens, sin needs to be dealt with according to Biblical teaching. And we need to avoid any opportunities to exploit or hurt the unity of the team.
Ephesians 4:1-3  we are called to “walk worthy of the calling you have received, with all humility, gentleness, with patience accepting one another in love, keeping the spirit of unity that binds us.” 
Let’s repeat this: WALK (be deliberate and active) worthy of the calling you have RECEIVED (it was a free gift), with all HUMILITY, GENTLENESS, with PATIENCE ACCEPTING one another in love, keeping the spirit of unity (we are in the same family, the Holy Spirit keeps us together) that binds us.

What causes disunity / broken unity?
· Gossip & Negative talk 
Romans 1:29-31 ESV  “They were filled with all manner of unrighteousness, evil, covetousness, malice. They are full of envy, murder, strife, deceit, maliciousness. They are gossips,  slanderers, haters of God, insolent, haughty, boastful, inventors of evil, disobedient to parents, foolish, faithless, heartless, ruthless.
1 Peter 3:10 ESV   “Whoever desires to love life and see good days, let him keep his tongue from evil and his lips from speaking deceit.
If someone tried to gossip, nip it in the bud, find out the truth and never pass it on
· Forgiveness for unity
Before we can pray, we need to forgive, it is freeing to do so, and it opens up our prayer life. 
What does the Lord’s prayer say about forgiveness?
· Connection: When we hear people’s stories and connect with them, we build loyalties, friendships and it make unity easier. It also make disappointment easier, but we need to extend grace and remove judgement. Where there is sinful behaviour it needs to be addressed lovingly, and respectfully. And go to eldership if issues cannot be resolved as per the Bible teachings. We can’t connect with everyone, so ask God to guide you in speaking to people.
Matthew 6:14-15 ESV  “For if you forgive others their trespasses, your heavenly Father will also forgive you,  but if you do not forgive others their trespasses, neither will your Father forgive your trespasses.”
Some verses about unity amongst believers
Ps 133:1  “Behold, how good and pleasant it is when brothers dwell in unity”
1 Corinthians 1:10  “I appeal to you brothers, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that you all agree, and that there be no divisions among you, but be united in the same mind and the same judgement”
Ephesians 4:3 “Make every effort to keep the unity of the Spirit through the bond of peace”
Colossians 3:14  “and over all these virtues put on love, which binds them all together in perfect unity”
John 17:21  “That they may all be one, just as you, Father, are in me, and I in you, that they also may be in us, so that the world may believe that you have sent me” 
Romans 12:16 “Live in harmony with one another. Do not be haughty, but associate with the lowly. Never be wise in your own sight”
Philippians 2:2 “Complete my joy by being of the same mind, having the same love, being full accord and of one mind”
1 Peter 3:8 “Finally, all of you, have unity of mind, sympathy, brotherly love, a tender heart and a humble mind”

· Understanding it is not all about me!
I used to be part of the worship team leadership, one older gentleman brought all the really old songs, from a traditional church where he grew up. The prayers used such old English that he requested we use, I, an English speaker, didn’t understand what was being said. What about the 17 other cultures in the Church! Many people might have the same experience. The worship team policy was simple. We follow the Holy Spirit, not the individual’s preferences. When we have eyes only for Jesus, our mistakes are also not as embarrassing, or detrimental. We need to be putting Him and His word first. Even when it goes against our comfort zones.
Making it clear to ourselves that we are ‘working unto the Lord’ also means that when things go wrong, it isn’t the end of the world. When each is pulling in their own direction, the believers community would explode. When we putt together towards Christ and HIS preferences, then we move forward. One of the last things Jesus said to His disciples, was to emphasise that we are to serve each other in humility. Mark 9:35 “If anyone want to be first, they must be last.”
Challenge: Let someone else have the good parking, the nice seat in the congregation, the last slice of cake / biscuit….. 
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Praying for church leaders is essential, in government, in the Church, in our families. Leaders carry the responsibility of guiding the congregation spiritually and shepherding God's people. They face unique challenges in their roles, needing discernment, strength, and wisdom to lead well. By consistently lifting them up in prayer, we are not only supporting them but also fostering a healthier church body. Our prayers can help guard them against burnout, encourage them in difficult times, and empower them to lead with clarity and grace.


The leaders’ peace impacts our peace: 1 Timothy 2:1-2 (NIV) "I urge, then, first of all, that petitions, prayers, intercession, and thanksgiving be made for all people— for kings and all those in authority, that we may live peaceful and quiet lives in all godliness and holiness." 
So that their work is filled with joy: Hebrews 13:17 (NIV) "Have confidence in your leaders and submit to their authority, because they keep watch over you as those who must give an account. Do this so that their work will be a joy, not a burden, for that would be of no benefit to you."
Especially those leading in spiritual work: Ephesians 6:18-20 (NIV) "And pray in the Spirit on all occasions with all kinds of prayers and requests. With this in mind, be alert and always keep on praying for all the Lord’s people. Pray also for me, that whenever I speak, words may be given me so that I will fearlessly make known the mystery of the gospel, for which I am an ambassador in chains. Pray that I may declare it fearlessly, as I should."
They Colossians 4:3 (NIV) "And pray for us, too, that God may open a door for our message, so that we may proclaim the mystery of Christ, for which I am in chains."
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Spiritual responsibility begins at home, by modelling Christ-like behaviour, commitment, and love for the church. How?
· Regular involvement in church activities, 
· Encourage a spirit of service
· Actively pursue a heart of unity with other believers. 

Healthy church membership means more than attending services; it’s about contributing to the church community, building relationships, and growing together in faith. 
Advantages of leading your family to Church and showing them Christ:
Spiritual growth and stability: Regular worship, teaching, and fellowship as a family encourages a relationship with God. Our world view is strongly affected by our family and what a privilege to grow together spiritually. They develop a strong foundation in biblical truths, which helps them navigate life's challenges with faith and resilience. This steady exposure to God's Word encourages continuous growth and maturity in Christ.
Strengths family bonds: Family members can discuss and apply biblical principles in their daily lives, cultivating a Christ-centered home.
Allows the teaching of Godly values and setting examples: Leading a family to church sets a powerful example for children, teaching them the value of faith, community, and service. It instils in them the importance of prioritizing their relationship with God. As parents model regular church involvement, children are more likely to adopt these practices in their own lives, carrying them into adulthood and future generations.
Building a supportive Christian community: Church involvement connects the family with a larger Christian community, providing a network of spiritual support, encouragement, and accountability. 
Encouraging service and purpose: A healthy church environment provides opportunities for families to serve together, reinforcing the importance of contributing to God's kingdom. Parents teach the value of using their gifts for the benefit of others, enabling them to be part of the Body of Christ. 6
As the children get older, they will make their own decisions, and may choose a different church. However the Body of Christ covers denominations, across cultures and across countries. 
In the long run, leading a family to church promotes a lasting commitment to faith, a solid spiritual foundation, and the development of godly values that impact future generations.
Deuteronomy 6:6-7 (NIV) "These commandments that I give you today are to be on your hearts. Impress them on your children. Talk about them when you sit at home and when you walk along the road, when you lie down and when you get up."
Proverbs 22:6 (NIV) "Start children off on the way they should go, and even when they are old they will not turn from it."
Ephesians 6:4 (NIV) "Fathers, do not exasperate your children; instead, bring them up in the training and instruction of the Lord."
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Church membership should be seen as a precious gift, a privilege that allows us to be part of Christ's body and actively contribute to His kingdom. Instead of viewing it as a mere obligation or a chore, we are invited to participate in something meaningful—where we serve, grow, and share our faith with others. When we embrace membership as a gift, we find joy and purpose in supporting the church’s mission, building relationships, and encouraging others, all while deepening our own spiritual walk.












Membership form:
Application for Membership at the ___________ Church

Personal Details
Name  and  Middle name if applicable
Surname / Last name: 
Age:
Gender:

Family Details:
Spouse:
Birthdate:
Children names: 
Contact details:
Cell / mobi:
Email :

Previous Church membership:
Have you previously been a Church member? 
Are you a new member / transferring member
Transfer of membership from Church 
Date:
Was the previous pastor / priest informed?

Spiritual:
Describe how you came to become a believer
Describe your experience of the Holy Spirit
What are your giftings
Which areas/ministries would you like more information on


Pillars of church membership


functioning / active


membership is a gift


lead my family to be healthy members


not about me


unifying


pray for my leaders
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